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CHAPTER VI.1 
 

THE BLOODY PERIOD. 
 

Sounds of war in Utah—Popular excitement—Fears of the disaffected—
Attempted flight—Murder of the Potter and Parrish families—

Massacre of the Aiken party—Assassination of Yates—Killing of 
Forbes—Brigham “Turns loose the Indians”—MOUNTAIN MEADOW 

MASSACRE—Horrible barbarity of Indians and Mormons—Evidence in 
the case—Attempt of Judge Cradlebaugh—Progress of the “Mormon 
War”—Delay of the army—Treachery or inefficiency?—Mormon  
Legion—Lieutenant-General Wells—Brigham “Commands” the  

National troops to withdraw—Army trains destroyed—Lot Smith, the 
Mormon Guerilla—The “Army of Utah” in Winter Quarters—Colonel 

Kane again—Negotiations with Brigham—Governor Cumming 
“passed” through the Mormon lines— “Peace Commissioners”—

Mormon exodus—Weakness of Cumming—End of the War—Murders 
of Pike, the Jones’s, Bernard, Drown, Arnold, McNeil and others— 

A change at last. 
 
WE enter now upon the black chapter in the annals of Utah—a 
period replete with crime and stained with innocent blood. Occa-
sional rumors of the march of the army had reached Salt Lake 
early in the season, and on the 24th of July, when the entire popu-
lation were collected in Cottonwood Park to celebrate “Anniver-
sary Day,” “Port” Rockwell and John Kimball appeared among 
them just from the plains, and announced that the column was 
certainly destined for Utah. Brigham turned to those nearest him 
and with a savage scowl remarked, “I said when we reached here 
that if the devils would only give us ten years I’d be ready for 
them. They’ve taken me at my word, and now they will see that I 
am ready.”2 The news spread rapidly throughout the settlements, 
producing everywhere fierce anger or a mixture of hope and 
dread, according as the hearer was firm in the Mormon faith or 
secretly dissatisfied. The Tabernacle and Ward Assembly Rooms 

 
1 Original chapter page numbers: 177-195. 
2 This is a second-hand, undocumented quotation from Brigham Young. 
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resounded with harangues in fierce denunciation of the Govern-
ment, and Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball vied with each 
other in vile language and inflammatory appeals. 
    Brigham repeatedly stated that “if any proved traitor, or at-
tempted to shield his own when the day came to burn and lay 
waste, he should be sheared down; for judgment should be laid to 
the line and righteousness to the plummet.”3 The effect of such 
teaching upon a fanatical people may well be imagined. A perfect 
reign of terror ensued. Of those devoted to Brigham, every one 
was a spy upon his neighbors, while the disaffected trembled at 
the storm, and made efforts to escape. Two men by the name of 
Parrish at Springville, just south of Utah Lake, had declared their 
intention to start for California. The night before their intended 
departure their stock was run off, and going to search for it they 
were murdered but a few hundred yards from their dwelling, and 
after death their bodies mutilated in a shocking manner. Two of 
their neighbors, by the name of Potter, were killed at the same 
time. One Yates, a mountaineer, passing westward was assassi-
nated in Echo Cañon, and a party of six from California, under 
the command of a Mr. Aikin, were attacked west of Salt Lake, 
and four of them instantly killed. The other two were promised 
they “should be sent out of the Territory by the southern route,” 
and, in pursuance of that promise, started south under guard. 
They were never again heard of, and by the testimony of an apos-
tate woman, Alice Lamb, they were killed and their bodies 
thrown into a large spring near the road. She adds that one was 
only stunned by the first shot, when Porter Rockwell stepped up, 
placed a pistol to his ear, and, adding, “This never misses,” literal-
ly blew out his brains. The Mormons aver that this was a party of 
gamblers, that they carried with them “powders to drug Mormon 
women,” and that they deserved death anyhow;” and in all such 
cases they have established the principle of assassination. In this 
time of excitement, suspicion was proof. About the same time 
Brigham Young, preaching in the Tabernacle, stated that hitherto 

 
3 “... judgment should be laid to the line and righteousness to the plummet.” See Critical 

and explanatory notes on many passages of the New Testament which to common readers 
are hard to be understood. Also, an illustration of the genuine beauty and force of several 
other passages (Canandaigua, NY: James D. Bemis, 1819), 59. 
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as Governor and Indian Agent he “had protected emigrants pass-
ing through the territory, but now he would turn the Indians 
loose upon them.” This hint was as good as a letter of marque to 
the land pirates of southern Utah, and was not long in being acted 
upon. Early in August, and before the excitement had reached its 
greatest height, a large train on its way to California reached Salt 
Lake City. Doctor Brewer, of the United States Army, who saw 
this train last at O’Fallon’s Bluff on the Platte, the 11th of June 
preceding, describes it as “probably the finest train that had ever 
crossed the plains. There seemed to be forty heads of families, 
many women, some unmarried, and many children. They had 
three carriages; one very fine, in which ladies rode and to which 
he made several visits as he journeyed with them. There was 
something peculiar in the construction of the carriage, its orna-
ments, the blazoned stag’s head upon the panels, etc.” This car-
riage was many years afterwards in the possession of the Mor-
mons. 
    In Salt Lake City several disaffected Mormons joined the train, 
and all proceeded by the southern route. The train was last seen 
entire by Jacob Hamlin, Indian sub-agent for the Pah-Utes, who 
lived at the upper end of the Mountain Meadow. He met them at 
Corn Creek, eight miles south of Fillmore, while on his way to 
Salt Lake City. Thenceforward no more was heard of the train; it 
was “lost,” and a whole year had passed before any news of its 
fate reached the officials. 
    Nor was it till many years afterwards, that all the damning 
facts in regard to its destruction were brought to light. But when 
revealed, it stands forth pre-eminent in shocking barbarity above 
all that has occurred in American history, scarcely equalled [sic] 
by aught in the old world, and certainly not by anything in the 
history of our English race. The massacre of Glencoe pales in 
comparison. 
    Without going into detail of the witnesses examined, or the 
evidence of each, suffice it to give events as they occurred, and as 
they were fully proved in various examinations since made. 
Mountain Meadow is three hundred miles from Salt Lake, on the 
road to Los Angelos, California. The meadows are about five 
miles in length and one in width, on the “divide “ between the 
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waters of the Great Basin and the Colorado. A very large spring 
rises near the south end, by which the emigrants camped for a 
few days, having been told by Hamlin that this was the best place 
to rest and recruit their stock before entering upon the Great De-
sert. Thirty-four miles below the Meadow is a Mormon settle-
ment on the Santa Clara; thirty miles north is Cedar City, and 
eighteen miles east of that is the town of Harmony. From the 
“divide” down to the Colorado, are a few Pah-Ute Indians, and 
north to Fillmore, a small tribe of Pah-Vents. The day after the 
emigrants passed Cedar City, a grand council was called there by 
Bishop Higbee and President J.C. Haight of that town, and Bish-
op John D. Lee of Harmony. They stated that they had received a 
command from Salt Lake City “to follow and attack those accurs-
ed Gentiles and let the arrows of the Almighty drink their 
blood.”4 
    A force of sixty men was soon raised, and joined with a much 
larger force of Indians, encircled the emigrants’ camp before day-
light. The white men had meanwhile painted and disguised 
themselves as Indians. A portion crept down a ravine near the 
camp, and fired upon the emigrants while at breakfast, killing ten 
or twelve. 
    The latter were completely taken by surprise, but seized their 
arms, shoved the wagons together, sunk the wheels in the earth, 
and got in condition for defence. The idea that enough of the 
Utes of that district could be got together to attack a train with 
fifty armed men, is too absurd to be entertained for a moment, 
and the emigrants had rested in the ease of fancied security. 
    But their resistance was far greater than the Mormons had ex-
pected; and there for an entire week, with their women and chil-
dren lying in the trenches they had dug, they maintained the 
siege and kept the savages, as they supposed, at bay. And all of 
this time, as testified by Mrs. Hamlin, wife of the Agent, the 
shots were constantly heard at Hamlin’s ranche, and parties of 
Mormons, bishops, elders and laymen, were coming and going to 
and from the ranche, eating and drinking there, and “pitching 

 
4 John D. Lee, quoted in E.F. Merriam’s Sunday Afternoon – Vol. III., No. CVI. 
(Springfield, MA: E.F. Merriam, April 1879), 296. 
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quoits and amusing themselves in various ways.” They had the emi-
grants effectually secured, and could afford to divide time and 
slaughter the Gentiles at their leisure. But at the end of a week 
they grew tired and resolved upon strategy. The firing ceased, 
and while the weary and heart-sick emigrants looked for relief, 
and hoped that their savage foes had given up the attack, they 
saw, at the upper end of the little hollow in which they were, a 
wagon full of men. The latter raised a white flag, and it was per-
ceived they were white men. A glad shout of joy rang through the 
corral at the sight of men of their own color, their protectors, as 
they had every reason to believe. They held up a little girl dressed 
in white to answer the signal, and the party entered. The wagon 
contained J.C. Haight, John D. Lee and other dignitaries. They 
accused the emigrants of having poisoned a spring on the road 
used by the Indians, which was denied. It afterwards appeared in 
evidence that the spring ran so strong that “a barrel of arsenic 
would not have poisoned it.” The Mormons said they were on 
good terms with the Indians, but the latter were very angry, and 
would not let the emigrants escape. The Mormons would, how-
ever, intercede for the latter, if desired. This offer was gladly ac-
cepted, and after a few hours’ absence the Mormons returned and 
stated that the Indians gave as an ultimatum, that the emigrants 
should give up all their property, particularly their guns, and go 
back the way they came. The Mormons promised in this case to 
guard them back to the settlements. These hard terms were ac-
ceded to, and the emigrants left their wagons and started north-
ward on foot. 
    The women and children were in front, the men behind them, 
and a Mormon guard of forty men in the rear. A mile or so from 
the spring, the road runs through a thicket of scrub oaks, where 
are also many large rocks, and here a force of Indians lay in am-
bush. At an agreed signal, a sudden fire was poured into the body 
of emigrants, and then Mormons and Indians together rushed 
upon them, shooting, cutting their throats, beating them to death 
with stones and clubs; and in a very few minutes a hundred and 
twenty men, women and children, Americans, Christians, Gen-
tiles, lay dead upon the ground, the miserable, hapless victims of 
Mormonism. The Mormons and Indians fell upon the women, bit 
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and tore the rings from their fingers and ears, and trampled in the 
faces of the dying. One young girl was dragged aside by President 
Haight, and kneeling implored him for life. He violated her with 
shameful barbarity, then beat out her brains with a club. Another 
young woman was taken out of the throng by John D. Lee. He 
afterwards stated he intended to save her life and take her to his 
harem; but that she struck at him with a large knife, when he 
immediately shot her through the head. Three men escaped. One 
starved to death upon the desert, another was murdered by the 
Indians ninety miles south, and the third was killed upon the 
Colorado, by whom is not known. Seventeen children were saved 
alive, who were supposed to be too young to remember anything 
about the circumstance. But two of them did, and afterwards gave 
important evidence. 
    The children were first taken to Mrs. Hamlin’s, and afterwards 
distributed among Mormon families in the neighborhood; one 
was shot through the arm and lost the use of it. They were all 
recovered two years after and returned to their friends in the 
States. The property was divided, the Indians getting most of the 
flour and ammunition; but they claim that the Mormons kept 
more than their share. Much of it was sold in Cedar City at public 
auction; it was there facetiously styled, “Property taken at the 
siege of Sebastopol;” and there is legal proof that the clothing 



LIFE in UTAH; or, the MYSTERIES and CRIMES of MORMONISM 

136 
 

stripped from the corpses, spotted with blood and flesh and 
shredded by bullets, was placed in the cellar of the tithing office 
and privately sold. As late as 1862, jewelry taken at Mountain 
Meadow, was worn in Salt Lake City, and the source it came 
from not denied. 
    Such was the Mountain Meadow Massacre; and to the eternal 
disgrace of American justice, not one of the perpetrators has ever 
been punished according to law. But the vengeance of heaven has 
not spared them. Some of the young men in the Mormon party 
have since removed to California, and others apostatized. They 
earnestly insist that they were never informed that any killing 
was intended; that they were told the only object was to turn back 
the emigrants and prevent their carrying information to Califor-
nia; that no more than a dozen white men, besides the bishops 
and President, were in the secret, and that these with the Indians 
did all the killing. This is the present belief of most of the Mor-
mons, and they add that Haight and Lee forged the order from 
Brigham Young, which was produced in extenuation of the 
crime. Two of the principal perpetrators are now insane. John D. 
Lee still resides in Harmony, no longer a bishop, and one can 
scarcely restrain a feeling of satisfaction at knowing that his life 
is one of misery. He is shunned and hated even by his Mormon 
neighbors, he seldom ventures beyond the square upon which he 
lives, his mind is distracted by an unceasing dread of vengeance, 
and his intellect disordered. 
    Though a too lenient government has failed of its duty, yet, in 
the sufferings of a fearful mind, he anticipates the hell his crimes 
deserve. Some months passed away before it was even whispered 
in the northern district that white men were concerned in this 
affair; and to the credit of the Mormon people be it said, a great 
horror spread among them at the report. A lady, then resident at 
Springville, told me that the people of that place first learned of 
the massacre the next spring, and the complicity of white men 
was put beyond doubt, in her mind, by the confession of her 
cousin, who was in the party but claimed he did not assist at the 
killing. “For weeks,” she added: “I and the other women could not 
sleep for hearing the screams and groans of the poor creatures in 
our ears. We thought we saw signs in the sky. We trembled in 



LIFE in UTAH; or, the MYSTERIES and CRIMES of MORMONISM 

137 
 

dread. We wanted to run away from the land, for we thought it 
was cursed—that the vengeance of God would destroy everybody 
in the southern district.” The lady escaped to Fort Bridger, and 
afterwards married a Gentile. The superstitious fears, of which 
she speaks, still rest in many minds; nor is it difficult to believe 
that, in the mysterious decrees of the moral order, the fearful 
stain must be washed out in blood. The guilty have escaped earth-
ly justice; but to the eye of faith an avenging Nemesis is poised 
upon the mountains of southern Utah, and pointing to the plains 
below demands “blood for blood.” 
    One question remains: Did Brigham Young know aught of, or 
give command for this massacre? The strong probability of 
course, is, that he did not. The majority of the Mormons, while 
they admit that church officials were concerned, yet claim that 
they acted without Brigham’s knowledge, and his own family 
add, that when news of the affair was brought him, he burst into 
tears and said, “If anything could break up and destroy this peo-
ple, that one act would do it.” Against these opinions there are 
many strong proofs: the evidence of the Mormons and Indians 
engaged in the affair; the failure of Brigham to give any account 
of it, whatever, in his next report as Indian Superintendent; the 
complete silence of his organ, the Church paper, on the subject; 
his sermon “turning loose the Indians on emigrants;” the fact that 
John D. Lee is his son by Mormon “adoption” and has never been pun-
ished;5 the testimony of the young Mormons who escaped from 
Harmony to California, and more than all else, the overwhelming 
certainty that no fact of great importance is ever entered upon 
without the advice and consent of Brigham Young. An attempt 
was made by Judge Cradlebaugh, in the autumn of 1859, to bring 
the murderers to justice, which failed from causes to be hereafter 
fully explained—Mormon courts and juries. 
    I resume the regular history. On the 15th of September, 1857, 
Brigham issued a proclamation putting the Territory under mar-
tial law; all the militia and able-bodied men were ordered “to hold 
themselves in readiness to march at a moment’s notice to repel 
invasion,” and Lieutenant-General Daniel H. Wells was ordered 

 
5 John D. Lee was executed on 23 March 1877 for his involvement in the massacre. 



LIFE in UTAH; or, the MYSTERIES and CRIMES of MORMONISM 

138 
 

with two thousand men to “occupy the passes of the Wasatch 
mountains, to defend their hearths and homes against the vio-
lence of the army.” Echo Cañon was fortified, and orders issued 
to harass the Federal Army in every way, by driving off stock, 
burning wagons and blocking up the roads, but to take no lives till 
further ordered. Besides several other papers, Brigham sent to the 
commander of the United States forces the following remarkable 
document: 
 

“GOVERNOR’S OFFICE, UTAH TERRITORY, 

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, September 29, 1857. 
 

“Sir: By reference to the Act of Congress, passed September 9, 
1850, organizing the Territory of Utah, published in a copy of the 
Laws of Utah, herewith, p. 146, Chap. 7, you will find the follow-
ing: 
    “‘Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive power in 
and over said Territory of Utah shall be vested in a Governor, 
who shall hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall 
be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President 
of the United States. The Governor shall reside within said Ter-
ritory, shall be Commander-in-Chief of the militia thereof,’ etc., 
etc. 
    “I am still the Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs 
for this Territory, no successor having been appointed and quali-
fied, as provided by law, nor have I been removed by the Presi-
dent of the United States. 
    “By virtue of the authority thus vested in me, I have issued and 
forwarded you a copy of my proclamation, forbidding the en-
trance of armed forces into this Territory. This you have disre-
garded. I now further direct that you retire forthwith from the 
Territory by the same route you entered. Should you deem this 
impracticable, and prefer to remain until spring in the vicinity of 
your present encampment, Black’s Fork, or Green River, you can 
do so in peace, and unmolested, on condition that you deposit 
your arms and ammunition with Lewis Robinson, Quartermas-
ter-General of the Territory, and leave in the spring, as soon as 
the condition of the roads will permit you to march. And should 
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you fall short of provisions, they can be furnished you by making 
the proper applications therefor. 
    “General D.H. Wells will forward this, and receive any com-
munications you may have to make. 

“Very respectfully, 
“BRIGHAM YOUNG, 

    “Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Utah Territory. 
    “To the Officer commanding the Forces now invading Utah 
Territory.” 
 

    It is difficult to believe that the Federal forces were handled 
with any skill whatever, the official report indicating that troops 
and supplies were scattered without order all the way from Green 
River to the head of Echo Cañon; and the following extract from 
the official report will show that the Mormon forces were “obey-
ing orders:” 
    “Forts Bridger and Supply were vacated and burned down. Or-
ders were issued by Daniel H. Wells (Lieut.-General Nauvoo 
Legion) to stampede the animals of the United States troops on 
their march, to set fire to their trains, to burn the grass and the 
whole country before them and on their flanks, to keep them 
from sleeping by night surprises, and to block the roads by felling 
trees and destroying the fords of rivers. 
    “On the 4th of October, 1857, the Mormons, under Captain Lot 
Smith, captured and burned on Green River, three of our supply 
trains, consisting of seventy-five wagons loaded with provisions 
and tents for the army, and carried away several hundred ani-
mals.”6 
 

    Late in the fall the army halted at Fort Bridger, and wintered at 
a place which was called Camp Scott. November 21st, the newly-
appointed Governor, Cumming, issued a proclamation, which 
might be summed up in a little advice to the Mormons “to go 
home and obey the laws, and they would not be molested.” 
    While matters were in statu[s] quo, in January, 1858, Colonel 
Kane, the old friend of the Mormons, proceeded to California by 
sea, thence into Utah by the southern route, and reaching Salt 

 
6 The New-York Times – Vol. VIII, No. 2251. “Utah Affairs” (New York, NY: New 
York Times. Tuesday, 7 December 1858), 1. 
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Lake City, opened negotiations with Brigham Young. Soon after 
he was escorted by Porter Rockwell and Daniel Kimball through 
the Mormon army, and thence found his way to Fort Bridger, and 
had a lengthy interview with the Federal officials. The result was 
that Governor Cumming accompanied him on his return, and 
was permitted to pass through the Mormon forces to Salt Lake 
City. He was much flattered with his reception, particularly by 
an illumination in his honor, of Echo Cañon, which they passed 
in the night. They were escorted by Kimball and Rockwell, and 
reached the city early in the spring; the Mormons hastened to 
assure him that “the rebellion in Utah was a pure invention,” and 
the records which were supposed to have been destroyed, were 
produced entire! They had only been concealed. 
    Such flattery and attention were bestowed upon the Governor 
that he was completely captivated, and such earnest representa-
tions made that he was soon convinced the Mormons were an 
innocent and much abused people, and was anxious to spare them 
all humiliation possible. But he could not control the army which 
had orders from the Secretary of War. He reported a “respectful 
reception” to Washington, and on the 12th of April, Mr. Buchan-
an appointed L.W. Powell, of Kentucky, and Ben McCulloch, of 
Texas, as “Peace Commissioners,” and by them sent a proclama-
tion of pardon! But Brigham Young had given orders for a move, 
and early in April, 20,000 people from the city and north of it 
started south, they knew not where, but many supposed it was to 
Mexico. Governor Cumming in vain implored them to remain. 
Old Mormons have often described to me how he stood upon the 
street as the long trains rolled southward, with the tears stream-
ing from his eyes, and protested, “if he followed his feelings he 
would rather go with them than remain with the apostates.” Late 
that month he issued a proclamation offering “protection to all 
illegally restrained of their liberty in Utah,” but few availed 
themselves of it. The latter part of May, the Peace Commission-
ers arrived, and had an interview with the leading Mormons. The 
latter stipulated that the army should not be stationed within for-
ty miles of the city; that they should protect private property; 
should march through the city without halting, and must not en-
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camp till they passed the Jordan. They promised on their part 
everything that was asked and “accepted the President’s pardon.” 
    June 26th the Federal army marched through the deserted city, 
led by Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke, who, according to Mormon 
account, “rode with his head uncovered.” Their permanent camp 
was at a point west of Utah Lake, and forty miles south of the 
city, which was named Camp Floyd. Late in the season the absent 
Mormons returned to their homes in great poverty and destitu-
tion, and the “Mormon war” was ended. The Federal officials 
entered again upon their duties; courts were reopened and at-
tempts made to administer justice; but no grand jury would indict 
and no petty jury convict, and criminals went “scot free.” The 
following cases appear upon the record: 
    “During the sitting of Judge Sinclair’s Court, the Mormon 
Grand Jury promptly found a bill of indictment against one 
Ralph Pike, a Sergeant in Company I, of the 10th Infantry, Unit-
ed States Army, for an assault with intent to kill, committed up-
on one Howard Spencer, the son of a Mormon bishop, at the mili-
tary reserve in Rush Valley. Upon capias issued, Pike was arrested 
and brought to Great Salt Lake City. The day following, August 
11, 1858, about 12 o’clock, M., as Pike was entering the Salt Lake 
House, on Main street, Spencer stepped up to him from behind, 
saying, ‘Are you the man that struck me in Rush Valley?’ at the 
same time drawing his pistol, and shot him through the side, in-
flicting a mortal wound. Spencer ran across the street, mounted 
his horse and rode off accompanied by several noted ‘Danites.’ 
Pike lingered in dreadful agony two days before he died. The 
‘Deseret News,’ in its next issue, lauded young Spencer for his 
courage and bravery. 
    “A man by the name of Drown brought suit upon a promissory 
note for $480, against the ‘Danite’ captain, Bill Hickman. The 
case being submitted to the court, Drown obtained a judgment. A 
few days afterwards Drown and a companion named Arnold 
were stopping at the house of a friend in Salt Lake City, when 
Hickman with some seven or eight of his band rode up to the 
house and called for Drown to come out. Drown suspecting foul 
play refused to do so and locked the doors. The Danites there-
upon dismounted from their horses, broke down the doors and 
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shot down both Drown and Arnold. Drown died of his wounds 
next morning, and Arnold a few days afterwards. Hickman and 
his band rode off unmolested. 
    “Thus, during a single term of the court held in a Mormon 
community, the warm life-blood of three human victims is shed 
upon the very threshhold [sic] of the court; and although the 
Grand Jury is in session no prosecution is attempted, and not one 
of the offenders brought to justice.”7 
 

    Soon after, a deaf and dumb boy named Andrew Bernard was 
killed in Weber Cañon, as was pretty clearly proved by “Ephe” 
Hanks, a noted “Danite;” and an apostate named Forbes was 
found dead. The same year one Henry Jones and his mother liv-
ing near Pondtown, south of Utah Lake, were accused of horse-
stealing by their neighbors. They were attacked at night and the 
woman instantly killed; the young man escaped and ran some 
two miles pursued by the “Danites.” He was finally captured and 
a pistol placed to his ear and discharged, blowing his head to piec-
es. Both the bodies were placed in their dwelling, a “dugout” half 
under the ground; the roof was then thrown down upon them and 
covered with dirt, making that their only grave. The next winter 
a Mormon bishop of that locality killed one of his wives for al-
leged infidelity, and one Franklin McNeil, who had sued Brigham 
Young for false imprisonment, was shot dead in his own door. 
    Another abomination of that bloody period was not brought to 
light till long after. 
    Early in 1858, while the army was yet at Fort Bridger, eighty 
discharged teamsters started through the city to California. An 
officer of the Nauvoo Legion was informed that he would find a 
“trusty force,” at a certain place, with which to guard them 
through, and received the following order: 
 

‘SALT LAKE CITY, April 9th, 1858. 
    “The officer in command of escort is hereby ordered to see that 
every man is well prepared with ammunition and have it ready at 
the time you see those teamsters a hundred miles from the set-
tlements. President Young advises that they should be all killed 

 
7 The Congressional Globe and Appendix, Part IV – 18 May 1870 (Washington, DC: F. 
& J. Rives & George A. Bailey,  1870), 3578. 
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to prevent them from returning to Bridger to join our enemies. 
Every precaution should be taken, and see that not one escapes. 
Secrecy is required. 
    “By order of General Daniel H. Wells. 

“JAMES FERGUSON, 
     “Assistant Adjutant General.” 

 

    The officer refused to execute the order, for which his life was 
threatened. He took refuge at the Federal camp and was sent out 
of the Territory. The signature of Ferguson is authenticated by 
two Mormons, formerly merchants in Salt Lake City. Several 
years after, the widow of Ferguson called upon a Federal Judge 
who had the writing in his possession. She stated that she had 
heard the rumor that there was such a paper and desired to see it. 
    It was not given to her but spread upon the desk for her inspec-
tion. She read it through, turned deadly pale, and rushed out of 
the room without saying a word. Through 1858 and ‘59 various 
difficulties occurred; Governor Cumming did not sustain the ju-
diciary in their efforts, and finally an order was received from 
Washington that the troops were not to be used as a posse to aid 
the United States Marshal in making arrests. This, of course, 
completely put an end even to the attempt to administer justice. 
But the entrance of the army had done good in a variety of ways; 
stage and mail lines had been established; means of intelligence 
had been multiplied, and a considerable Gentile influence estab-
lished, and we gladly turn away from the dark period of crime 
and degradation, and enter upon the era in which outside influ-
ence began to produce good effects even in Utah. 


